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LETTER FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY MacARTHUR 
TO SENATOR FULBRIGHT, AUGUST 2, 1965, TRANS- 
MITTING A PAPER ENTITLED: THE U.S. COMMITMENT 
TO ASSIST SOUTH VIETNAM 


Hon. J. W. Fulbright, 

UJS. Senate. . 

Dear Mr. Chairman: During the course of Ambassador Lodges 
testimony before the Foreign Relations Committee July 27 you 
asked if the Department could supply a statement for the record on 
our commitment to assist South Vietnam. 

Since this commitment was developed, restated, and redefined on 
several occasions during the last 15 years, I am enclosing a listing of . 
the various agreements, public statements, communiques, and letters 
that together constitute the U.S. commitment to help South Vietnam 
defend itself against Communist aggression. .• 

If I can be of any further assistance to you or the committee in 
this matter, please do not hesitate to let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 

Douglas MacArthur II, _ 
Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations. 


The U.S. Commitment To Assist South Vietnam 

1. December 23, 1950: Realizing that the Communist-led Vietminh 
drive against the French in Indochina was part of the general Com- 
munist offensive in the Far East whose northern front was in Korea, 
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the United States, under the Truman administration, sighed ’the 
Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement (Pentalateral Agreemkit) 
with France, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. This agreement, auffifoS- 
ized by Public Law 329, 81st Congress, provided for iridirect US.. 
military aid through France to Vietnam, Cambodia, and Ldos. ‘ '/ 

2. September 7, 1951: The United States signed an^aS^reeSSeiife' 

authorized by Public Law 535 ; 81st Congress, with Premie* .Tran 
Van Huu’s government providing for direct U.S. economic aid to 
Vietnam. : 

3. July 21, 1954: During the concluding plenary session of the 
Geneva conference, the head of the U.S. delegation, Under Secretory 
of State Walter Bedell Smith, made a unilateral U.S. declaration. 
The main points of this declaration were as follows : 

(a) The United States “will refrain from the threat or the 
use of force to disturb” the Geneva agreements. 

(&) The United States “would view any renewal of ,the 
aggression in violation of the aforesaid agreements with grave 
concern and as seriously threatening international peace and 
security.” .... 

(c) The United States “shall continue to seek to achieve unify 
through free elections, supervised by the United Nations to 
insure that they are conducted fairly” (p. 61). 1 * / ~ 

4. October 23, 1954 : President Eisenhower sent a letter to PmjA 

Minister Ngo Dinh Diem pledging U.S. aid and support to Soufil') 
Vietnam (p. 67). . . ? 

5. January 1, 1955: On the basis of the existing Pentolat^al 

Agreement the United States began sending direct supporting assist- t 
ance to the Vietnamese armed forces. •. * .J' 

6. February 19, 1955 : The Southeast Asia Collective : Defen& 4 

Treaty (SEATO Treaty) came into force. In a protocol tq 
treaty, the “SEATO umbrella” was extended to cover yiefenam, , 
Cambodia, and Laos should these countries request SEATO' dflsisp 
ance in resisting Communist aggression. The U.S. Senate ‘ratified the 
treaty on February 1, 1955, by a vote of 82 to 1 (p. 62) . . . . . . 

7. March 7, 1955: The United States, under the Eisenhower 

administration, and the government of Premier Ngo Dinh Diem, 
signed an agreement whicn supplemented the agreement mentioned, 
in (2) above. . . # ... 

8. July 6, 1956: Vice President Richard Nixon visited Vietnam 

and delivered a letter from President Eisenhower to President Diem 
stating that President Eisenhower looked forward to many years of 
cooperation between the two countries. . . # ; 

9. May 11, 1957: A joint communique of President^ Eisenhower 

and President Diem was issued in Washington. President Eisen- 
hower assured President Diem of the . willingness of the United 
States to continue to offer effective assistance within the constitu- 
tional processes of the United States to promote political stability: -, 
and economic welfare in the Republic of Vietnam (p. 73) . - 

10. October 26, 1960: In a letter of good wishes on South /Viet- 
nam’s fifth anniversary, President Eisenhower assured President 

'Page reference* are to the committee print date June 16, 1965 , of the Senate Fordgn 
Relations Committee entitled “Background Information Relating to Southeast Asia ana 
Vietnam.” 
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Diem that “for so long as our strength can be useful, theIJnited. 
States will continue to assist Vietnam in the difficult yet. hopeful 

rt ^^ay h 13 d *1961: At the close of Vice. President Jolmson’s visit; 
to * Vietnam; , a joint Vietnamese-United States commuruque w^8r 
issued stating that : <n ' ** „ 

(a) Both Governments will extend; and build upon existing 
. programs of military and economic aid. • ; ^ l • 

' (?) Vietnam’s regular armed forces will be increased, with 

U.S. assistance. • 

(c) The United States will provide assistance for .the entire 

Vietnamese Civil Guard.,. ; ■, , 

(d) US military experts will be used to assist Vietnam s 
armed forces in health, welfare, and public, works .activities at 

^^V^A^^ial* group of tf.S. economic and* fiscal experts will 
be sent to Vietnam to work out a financial plan as the basis for 

12^°Au<mst 196 lVpresident Kennedy declared that the. United 
States would do all it could to save South Vietnam fromcomrnu- 

m i3.' October 26, 1961: In a .letter to president Dieb, . President 
Kennedy reaffirmed U.S. determination “to help Vietnam preserve 
its ■ independence, protect. its people, against Communist -assassins, and 
build a better life through economic growth. ..... 

14 December 7 and 14, 1961: An exchange of messages ^between 
President Diem and President Kennedy, resulted ,m President Kenne- 
dy’s stating that the United States,, in t.msponse to the Vietnamese,, 
Government’s request, was prepared^ help the Kepublic of Vietnam 
to protect its people and preserve. its mdependence. President Kennedy, 
went on to promise that the.Uhited States would promptly increase , 
its assistance to Vietnam’s defense efforts against Communist aggres- . 

S1 °15. January 4, 1962: The United Stales anil Vietnamese ;(3o vem-, 
ments issued a joint communique oh the .expansion of economic 
development programs which called .for both Governments, to._ do 
“their utmost to improve the protection and prosperity of the Viet- 
namese in the face of Communist guerrilla aggression and depreda- 
tions directed and supported by the Communist regime in Hanoi 

^ie^fovembw 24, 1963 : President Johnson affirmed the tfj&. inten- 
tion" to continue its military and economic! support of South 
Vietnam’s struggle against the Communist yietcong.- . , • , ; . • 

17. December 31, 1963:. In a New Year message. to .Geni, Duong. 
Van Minh, President Jofmdbn pledged. that the “United. States will, 
continue to furnish you and your people with the fullest, measure of 
support in this bitter fight. We shall maintain in Vietnam Amencan 
personnel and material as needed .to assist you in. achieving viptory . 

^18^April 20, 1964: President Johnson stated 'that! no! one, shoiild 
“doubt that we are in this battle as long ad South' Vietnam wants 
our support and needs our assistance to protect its freedom. >• ■ 
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19. August 7, 1964: The Congress approved the southeast 'Asia 
resolution by a vote of 88 to 2 in the Senate and :416. to O in 
the House of Representatives. The resolution stated that- “the Con- 
gress approves and supports the determination of the President,-) as 
Commander in Chief, to take all necessary ‘measures to repehhny 
armed attack against the forces of the United States and to prevent 
further aggression.” It also declared that the United States ‘was pre- 
pared “as the President determines, to take all necessary steps, ;in- 
cluding the use of armed force, to assist any member or ptotOcol 
state of the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty ; requesting 
assistance in defense of its freedom” (p. 128). 

20. April 7, 1965: In his speech at Johns Hopkins Uhiveksit;, 

President Johnson stated ' that he intended to keep the promise 
repeated since 1954 to help South Vietnam. “To "dishonor i that 
pledge, to abandon this small and brave nation to its enemies, afad to 
the terror that must follow, would be an unforgivable wrbng^^p. 
197). -=• 

21. May 4, 1965: In his message to the Congress accompanying: a 

request for an additional $700 million to meet mounting 'imlftary 
requirements in Vietnam, President Johnson stated: “This iAnbt a 
routine appropriation. For each Member of Congress who supp6rta 
this request is also voting to persist in our efforts to halt Gommnriist 
aggression in South Vietnam. Each is saying that the.Congressosnd 
the President stand united before the world in joint .determination 
that the independence of South Vietnam shall be preserved^and 
Communist attack will not succeed.” The House approvedithe-apprd- 
nriation by a vote of 408 to 7 and the Senate by a vote <rfr88itbi& ^p. 
219); • • •« .4- v ‘ 

22. July 28. 1965: President Johnson i told his pre& -fconference 
that “We are in Vietnam to fulfill one of the most solemn 

the American Nation. Three Presidents — President- 'Eisenhower, 
President Kennedy, and your present President— over- ll-yeati, have 
committed themselves and have promised to helpidefend thisiSfoaM 
and. valiant nation.” ■ ,r • i fs-v . 
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